


Introduction:

If we fail to forgive others, our own 
sins will continue to cling to us and 

ultimately condemn us.



Text: Matthew 6:14-15

For if you forgive men when they sin 

against you, your heavenly Father will 

also forgive you. 

But if you do not forgive men their sins, 

your Father will not forgive your sins.



Text: Luke 6:37

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. 

Do not condemn, and you will not be 

condemned. 

Forgive, and you will be forgiven.



Text: Matthew 18:21-35

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, 

“Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 

brother when he sins against me? Up to 

seven times?”

Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven 

times, but seventy-seven times.

“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like 

a king who wanted to settle accounts 

with his servants. 



As he began the settlement, a man who 

owed him ten thousand talents was 

brought to him. 

Since he was not able to pay, the master 

ordered that he and his wife and his 

children and all that he had be sold to 

repay the debt.



“The servant fell on his knees before him. 

‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will 

pay back everything.’ 

The servant’s master took pity on him, 

canceled the debt and let him go.

“But when that servant went out, he 

found one of his fellow servants who 

owed him a hundred denarii. 



He grabbed him and began to choke him. 

‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he 

demanded.

“His fellow servant fell to his knees and 

begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I 

will pay you back.’

“But he refused. Instead, he went off and 

had the man thrown into prison until he 

could pay the debt.



When the other servants saw what had 

happened, they were greatly distressed 

and went and told their master 

everything that had happened.

“Then the master called the servant in. 

‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled 

all that debt of yours because you begged 

me to. 



Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your 

fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 

In anger his master turned him over to the 

jailers to be tortured, until he should pay 

back all he owed.

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat 

each of you unless you forgive your 

brother from your heart.”

Matthew 18:21-35



Forgiveness is an incredibly valuable and 

powerful thing.  If we refuse to forgive, we will 

be unable to experience:

New .

.

Lasting .

BEGINNINGS

PEACE

LOVE



Forgiveness lies at the very heart of Christian 

faith.  Without it, there is no:

.

with God.

Place for humans in .

SALVATION

RELATIONSHIP

HEAVEN



Jesus put His finger on several temptations we 

will always need to overcome if we are to forgive 

others.  We will be tempted to:

Render a judgement of other 

people before all opportunities for 

are exhausted. 

Confuse the end of our with 

the end of God’s .

FINAL

CHANGE

PATIENCE
PROCESS



Jesus put His finger on several temptations we 

will always need to overcome if we are to forgive 

others.  We will be tempted to:

Hold others to a and 

standard than we are capable of 

meeting ourselves.

DIFFERENT
HIGHER



God cannot forgive our sins while we refuse to 

forgive the sins of others, because God is:

.

.

.

JUST

HOLY

LOVING



God cannot forgive our sins while we refuse to 

forgive the sins of others, because God is:

Determined to humanity 

through the power of .

Unwilling to allow to spoil 

Heaven.

TRANSFORM
LOVE

HYPOCRISY



Conclusion:

God has not given us the choice 

of forgiving or not forgiving, 

but of choosing whether we 

will go to Heaven or Hell. 

Forgiveness really is that simple.




